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ETERNAL TORMENT
Daniel 12:2
2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.

Matthew 3:12 (ESV)
12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and 
gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.

Matthew 8:12
12 while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Matthew 22:13 (ESV)
13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot and cast him into 
the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Matthew 25:41
41 Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”

Matthew 25:46
46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into 
eternal life.

Mark 9:44–49
45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life 
lame than with two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to 
sin, tear it out. It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 
with two eyes to be thrown into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die 
and the fire is not quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be salted with fire



Luke 16:23–24
23 and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far 
off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, 
for I am in anguish in this flame.’

John 3:36
36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son 
shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.

2 Thessalonians 1:9
9 They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the 
presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,

Revelation 14:10–11
10 he also will drink wthe wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup 
of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence 
of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their 
torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, 
these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of 
its name.”

Revelation 19:20
20 And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its presence 
had done the signs by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the 
beast and those who worshiped its image. These two were thrown alive into the 
lake of fire that burns with sulfur.

Revelation 20:8
But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that 
burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.

Revelation 20:10
10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and 
sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day 
and night forever and ever.



NEW TESTAMENT

In the synoptic Gospels Jesus uses the word Gehenna 11 times to describe the 
opposite to life in the Kingdom (Mark 9:43-48). 

Matthew 5:22: "....whoever shall say, "You fool," shall be guilty enough to go 
into Gehenna."
Matthew 5:29: "....it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, 
than for your whole body to be thrown into Gehenna."
Matthew 5:30: "....better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than 
for your whole body to go into Gehenna."
Matthew 10:28: "....rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in Gehenna."
Matthew 18:9: "It is better for you to enter life with one eye, than with two eyes 
to be thrown into the Gehenna."
Matthew 23:15: "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you... 
make one proselyte...twice as much a child of Gehenna as yourselves."
Matthew 23:33, to the Pharisees: "You serpents, you brood of vipers, how shall 
you to escape the sentence of Gehenna?"
Mark 9:43: "It is better for you to enter life crippled, than having your two 
hands, to go into Gehenna into the unquenchable fire."
Mark 9:45: "It is better for you to enter life lame, than having your two feet, to 
be cast into Gehenna."
Mark 9:47: "It is better for you to enter the Kingdom of God with one eye, than 
having two eyes, to be cast into Gehenna."
Luke 12:5: "....fear the One who, after He has killed, has authority to cast into 
Gehenna; yes, I tell you, fear Him."
James 3:6: "And the tongue is a fire,...and sets on fire the course of our life, and 
is set on fire by Gehenna."



Most mainstream Christian denominations and churches 
believe in some form of conscious existence 

after the death of the body.

EASTERN ORTHODOX

 The teaching of the Eastern Orthodox Church is that, "after the soul leaves 
the body, it journeys to the abode of the dead (Hades). There are exceptions, such 
as the Theotokos, who was borne by the angels directly into heaven. As for the 
rest, we must remain in this condition of waiting. Because some have a prevision 
of the glory to come and others foretaste their suffering, the state of waiting is 
called "Particular Judgment". 

 When Christ returns, the soul rejoins its risen body to be judged by Him in 
the Last judgment. The 'good and faithful servant' will inherit eternal life, the 
unfaithful with the unbeliever will spend eternity in hell. Their sins and their 
unbelief will torture them as fire."

 The Church of the East, Oriental Orthodoxy, the Eastern Orthodox Church 
and the Roman Catholic Church, hold that a final Universal Judgment will 
be pronounced on all human beings when soul and body are reunited in the 
resurrection of the dead. They also believe that the fate of those in the abode of 
the dead differs, even while awaiting resurrection: "The souls of the righteous 
are in light and rest, with a foretaste of eternal happiness; but the souls of the 
wicked are in a state the reverse of this."



ROMAN CATHOLIC

 The Latin word infernus or infernum (underworld) indicated the abode of 
the dead and so was used as the equivalent of the Greek word "ᾅδης" (hades). It 
pointed more obviously than the Greek word to an existence beneath the earth. 

 Later, the transliteration "hades" of the Greek word ceased to be used in 
Latin and "infernum" became the normal way of expressing the idea of Hades. 
Though "infernus" is usually translated into English as "hell", it did not have the 
narrow sense that the English word has now acquired. It continued to have the 
generic meaning of "abode of the dead". 

 For the modern narrow sense the term "infernum damnatorum" (hell of the 
damned) was used, as in question 69, article 7 of the Supplement of the Summa 
Theologica of Thomas Aquinas, which distinguishes five states or abodes of the 
dead: paradise, hell of the damned, limbo of children, purgatory, and limbo 
of the Fathers: "

 The soul separated from the body is in the state of receiving good or evil for 
its merits; so that after death it is either in the state of receiving its final reward, 
or in the state of being hindered from receiving it. 

 If it is in the state of receiving its final retribution, this happens in two ways: 
either in the respect of good, and then it is paradise; or in respect of evil, and 
thus as regards actual sin it is hell, and as regards original sin it is the limbo of 
children.

 On the other hand, if it be in the state where it is hindered from receiving 
its final reward, this is either on account of a defect of the person, and thus we 
have purgatory where souls are detained from receiving their reward at once 
on account of the sins they have committed, or else it is on account of a defect 
of nature, and thus we have the limbo of the Fathers, where the Fathers were 
detained from obtaining glory on account of the guilt of human nature which 
could not yet be expiated.



Treatment of Gehenna in Christianity is significantly affected 
by whether the distinction in Hebrew and Greek 

between Gehenna and Hades 
was maintained:

Translations with a distinction:

 The 4th century Ulfilas (Wulfila) or Gothic Bible is the first Bible to use 
Hell's Proto-Germanic form Halja, and maintains a distinction between Hades 
and Gehenna. However, unlike later translations, Halja (Matt 11:23) is reserved 
for Hades,[29] and Gehenna is transliterated to Gaiainnan (Matt 5:30), which 
surprisingly is the opposite to modern translations that translate Gehenna into 
Hell and leave Hades untranslated (see below).
 The late 4th-century Latin Vulgate transliterates the Greek γέεννα "gehenna" 
with "gehennæ" (e.g. Matt 5:22) while using "infernus" ("coming from below, of 
the underworld") to translate ᾅδης (Hades).
 The 19th century Young's Literal Translation and Rotherham's 
Emphasized Bible both try to be as literal a translation as possible and do not 
use the word Hell at all, keeping the words Hades and Gehenna untranslated.
 The 19th-century Arabic Van Dyck distinguishes Gehenna from Sheol.
 The 20th century New International Version, New Living Translation and 
New American Standard Bible reserve the term Hell only for when Gehenna is 
used. All translate Sheol and Hades in a different fashion. The exception to this 
is the New International Version's translation in Luke 16:23, which is its singular 
rendering of Hades as Hell.
 In texts in Greek, and consistently in the Eastern Orthodox Church, 
the distinctions present in the originals were often maintained. The Russian 
Synodal Bible (and one translation by the Old Church Slavonic) also maintain 
the distinction. 
 In modern Russian, the concept of Hell (Ад) is directly derived from Hades 
(Аид), separate and independent of Gehenna. Fire imagery is attributed primarily 
to Gehenna, which is most commonly mentioned as Gehenna the Fiery (Геенна 
огненная), and appears to be synonymous to the Lake of Fire.
 The New World Translation, used by Jehovah's Witnesses, maintains 
a distinction between Gehenna and Hades by transliterating Gehenna, and by 
rendering "Hades" (or "Sheol") as "the Grave". The term "hell" is not used for 
Gehenna (Matthew 5:22) or Hades (Acts 2:31).
 The word "hell" is not used in the New American Bible, except in a footnote 
in the book of Job translating an alternative passage from the Vulgate, in which the 
word corresponds to Jerome's "inferos," itself a translation of "sheol." "Gehenna" 
is untranslated, "Hades" either untranslated or rendered "netherworld," and 
"sheol" rendered "nether world."



Translations without a distinction:

 The late 10th century Wessex Gospels and the 14th century Wycliffe Bible 
render both the Latin inferno and gehenna as Hell.

 The 16th century Tyndale and later translators had access to the Greek, but 
Tyndale translated both Gehenna and Hades as same English word, Hell.

 The 17th century King James Version of the Bible is the only English 
translation in modern use to translate Sheol, Hades, and Gehenna as Hell.

 Many modern Christians understand Gehenna to be a place of eternal 
punishment called hell. 

 Annihilationists understand Gehenna to be a place where sinners are 
eventually utterly destroyed, not tormented with literal pain forever. 

 Christian Universalists, who believe that God will eventually reconcile 
all souls to himself, interpret the New Testament references to Gehenna in the 
context of the Old Testament and conclude that it always refers to the imminent 
divine judgment of Israel and not to everlasting torment for the unsaved.

 The Valley of Hinnom is also the traditional location of the Potter's Field 
bought by priests after Judas' suicide with the "blood money" with which Judas 
was paid for betraying Jesus.



PART 1 
ASSURANCE OF ETERNAL TORMENT FOR THE LOST

by Matthew McGee

There was a time when I assumed that any serious Bible student understood and 
accepted that there will be literal eternal punishment in the Lake of Fire for the 
lost. Scriptural passages dealing with this issue are so abundant, widely scattered, 
and straight-forward, that I thought that it was common knowledge among Bible 
students. However, I have since read articles and received email from those 
offering some valuable scriptural insights, but then claiming that eternal torment 
is not Biblical.

Therefore, in Part 1 of this study, we will examine some scriptural passages 
which simply establish the reality of eternal torment for the wicked. Then in Part 
2 we will go into a more detailed study to understand the meanings of the Hebrew 
word “Sheol”, the Greek words “Gehenna” and “Hades”, and the English terms 
“Hell” and the “Lake of Fire”.

This first passage from Revelation shows that the lost of the tribulation will be 
punished by eternal torment.

“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship 
the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The 
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture into the cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and 
brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 
And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have 
no rest day nor night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever 
receiveth the mark of his name” (Revelation 14:9-11).

Notice the phrase: “... in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of 
the Lamb ....” I will comment more on this later.

The only way that their smoke can ascend up forever is if they are on fire and 
are not consumed by the flame. One may be reminded of Moses and the burning 
bush: “And the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the 
midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the 
bush was not consumed. And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great 
sight, why the bush is not burnt” (Exodus 3:2-3).

This next passage from Luke shows that the wicked from the Old Testament went 
to a place of flames and torment. Jesus told of the account of Lazarus and the rich 
man. We know that this is not a parable because the actual names of Lazarus, 



Abraham, and Moses are given. The rich man was not in the Lake of Fire yet, but 
rather, he was, and still is, in Hades. The differences between the Lake of Fire and 
Hades are discussed in detail in Part 2.

“There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and 
fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, 
which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs 
which fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and licked his 
sores. And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels 
into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he 
lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in 
his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 
Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for 
I am tormented in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in 
thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but 
now he is comforted, and thou art tormented. And beside all this, between us and 
you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you 
cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from thence. Then he said, I 
pray thee therefore, father, that thou wouldest send him to my father’s house: For 
I have five brethren; that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this 
place of torment. Abraham saith unto him, They have Moses and the prophets; 
let them hear them. And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them 
from the dead, they will repent. And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead” 
(Luke 16:19-31).

Notice that the rich man is conscious, in great agony, and well aware of the fact 
that he cannot leave.

Jesus often spoke of eternal torment for the lost during his earthly ministry:

“And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life 
maimed, than having two hands to go into hell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched: Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And 
if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into life, than 
having two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched: 
Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. And if thine eye 
offend thee, pluck it out: it is better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into hell fire: Where their worm dieth 
not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:43-48). Also see Isaiah 66:22-24.

The Greek word translated “worm” in the above passage is “skolex”, which is 
simply a worm. Worms scavenge dead flesh and are mentioned doing so in several 



places in scripture such as Job 21:26 and Isaiah 14:11. Acts 12:23 describes how 
God smote Herod Agrippa I dead, “And immediately the angel of the Lord smote 
him, because he gave not God the glory: and he was eaten of worms, and gave 
up the ghost.” The phrase “eaten of worms” is translated from the Greek word 
“skolekobrotos” which comes from “skolex”. Therefore, the statement, “their 
worm dieth not”, may be a reference to how in the Lake of Fire the body (upon 
which the worms feed) will never be consumed.

Also in Mark 9:43-48 above, the Greek word translated as “never shall be 
quenched” is “asbestos”, which is also sometimes translated “unquenchable”. 
Asbestos is the substance which was used for insulation and for fire safety before 
it was discovered that its fibers could cause cancer. You may recall using a Bunsen 
burner in high school science lab and setting a beaker over the flame supported 
by a white mesh pad made of asbestos. Asbestos is a mineral fiber that can be 
woven like wool or cotton. Even in ancient times, it was valued because it does 
not burn. The Greeks sometimes even used it as napkins! They would wipe the 
food from their mouths with asbestos napkins and throw them into the fire. The 
flame would burn off the mess, but not consume the asbestos napkin. So it could 
be used over and over again. Likewise, the body of the lost person will not be 
consumed by the Lake of Fire, but will exist in the flames for ever.

In the passage below, we see the fate of the great whore of Revelation chapter 17.

“For true and righteous are his judgments: for he hath judged the great whore, 
which did corrupt the earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood of 
his servants at her hand. And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up 
for ever and ever” (Revelation 19:2-3).

At the end of Jesus Christ’s 1000 year reign on earth, Satan will be cast into 
the Lake of Fire, where the AntiChrist (Beast) and false prophet will have 
been for 1000 years. The rest of the lost of all time periods will go into the 
Lake of Fire following Satan.

“And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever. And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books 
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according 
to their works. And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and 
hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man 
according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 



This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of 
life was cast into the lake of fire” (Revelation 20:10-15).

Daniel prophesied of two future resurrections, one for the saved and one for the 
lost.

“And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to 
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2).

Jesus also spoke of this: “... the hour is coming, in which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation” (John 5:28-29). The two resurrections were separated by a semicolon, 
and it was later clarified in Revelation 20:5 that the two resurrections would be 
1000 years apart.

When Jesus Christ returns to the earth at the end of the great tribulation, He will 
divide the Gentiles into two groups, sheep and goats. Look at what he says to the 
goats on his left hand:

“Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, 
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, 
and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: I was a stranger, 
and ye took me not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye 
visited me not. Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee 
an hungred, or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee? Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you, 
Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to me. And these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal” 
(Matthew 25:41-46).

The “sheep and goats” event described above is not to be confused with the great 
white throne of judgment of Revelation 20, which will not occur until 1000 years 
after the tribulation. Only the lost will be present at the great white throne of 
judgment.

In Isaiah 14, we see the prophecy of how Israel would one day have a “proverb 
against the king of Babylon” (Isaiah 14:4). The proverb tells of the king’s doom 
and even includes the taunts of the wicked dead who are likewise damned.

“Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up 
the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of the earth; it hath raised up from their 
thrones all the kings of the nations. All they shall speak and say unto thee, Art 



thou also become weak as we? art thou become like unto us? Thy pomp is brought 
down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the worm is spread under thee, and 
the worms cover thee. How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 
morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 
For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the 
sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the 
most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the pit. They 
that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee, saying, Is this 
the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms; That made the 
world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities thereof; that opened not the house 
of his prisoners?” (Isaiah 14:9-17).

Notice the statement: “They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee ...” 
in verse 16. Who are they? When will they look narrowly upon The King of 
Babylon? Isaiah tells more about this:

“For as the new heavens and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before 
me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come 
to pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, 
shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD. And they shall go 
forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed against me: 
for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be quenched; and they 
shall be an abhorring unto all flesh” (Isaiah 66:22-24). The new heavens and 
new earth refers to Revelation 21:1 and the eternity beyond the 1000 year reign 
of Jesus Christ. It appears that we will be able to see those being tormented in 
the Lake of Fire. Perhaps this is for a reminder of the punishment from which we 
were saved. See also the Revelation 14 passage referenced earlier and the phrase: 
“... in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb ....”

Notice the references to time and duration in this passage “... as the new heavens 
and the new earth, which I will make, shall remain before me ...”, “... from one 
new moon to another ...”, “... from one sabbath to another ....” Obviously, the 
destruction of the damned is not an instant annihilation, but an eternal process.

THE OPPOSING VIEW

In the face of this overwhelming evidence, many will try to twist the scriptures 
into saying that there is no eternal torment for the lost. They may use arguments 
such as the following:

1. They may point out 1 Timothy 2:4, which refers to God “Who will have all 
men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” The Greek word 



translated “will have” in this verse is “thelo” which means “to have in mind” or 
“to desire” or “to intend”. But just because God desires something, does not 
mean that he forces it to happen. After all, he desires that we refrain from sin, 
yet we do sin.

2. Quoting Romans 11:26 they may say “... all Israel shall be saved ....” However, 
they are ignoring the fact that Paul says in Romans 9:6, “... they are not all Israel, 
which are of Israel ....” Only those with circumcised hearts will be saved, not 
merely circumcised flesh.

3. They may refer to passages such as 1 Timothy 1:15, “... Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners ....” Certainly, He will save many sinners, but to 
conclude that He will save them all, is logically flawed. For example, if you say 
you are going to the store to buy beans, you do not mean that you are going to 
buy them all.

4. Some may dispute the translation of the Greek word “aionios”, which is most 
often translated “eternal” or “everlasting” in the King James Version of the 
Bible. They argue that this word does not mean “eternal”, but that it just means 
“a long time”. Let us examine this word more closely to see if this view has any 
credibility.

The prophecy in Matthew 25:46 provides two examples of the use of this word. 
At the end of the great tribulation, Jesus Christ will divide the Gentile tribulation 
survivors into two groups. Then He will say, “And these shall go away into 
everlasting (aionios) punishment: but the righteous into life eternal (aionios).” 
Here, the English words “everlasting” and “eternal” are each translated from 
the same Greek word “aionios”. Over and over, the word “aionios” is also used 
to describe the punishment of the lost. For example, Matthew 25:41 says, “Then 
shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting (aionios) fire, prepared for the devil and his angels ....” Some other 
examples are Matthew 18:8, Mark 3:29, 2 Thessalonians 1:9, Hebrews 6:2, 
and Jude 1:7. Also, the word “aionios” is used over and over to describe the life 
of those who receive salvation. For example, Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages 
of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal (aionios) life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” Some other examples are John 6:47, Acts 13:48, Romans 5:21, 1 
Timothy 1:16, Titus 3:7, 1 John 5:11, and Jude 21. Therefore, those who 
argue that the punishment in the lake of fire for the wicked will one day end, 
must also argue that the life of those who are saved will one day end.

The word “aionios” is used 71 times in the Bible, and every time it is used, it is 
describing something that is eternal. The word “aionios” is also used to describe 
the Holy Spirit (Hebrews 9:14), salvation (Hebrews 5:9), redemption (Hebrews 



9:12), the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:11), the honor and power 
of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 6:16), God’s glory (1 Peter 5:10), and our 
immortal bodies that we will one day receive (2 Corinthians 5:1). Those who 
argue that the punishment in the lake of fire for the wicked will one day end, 
must also argue that all of these will one day expire.

Finally Romans 16:26 says, “But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures of 
the prophets, according to the commandment of the everlasting (aionios) God, 
made known to all nations for the obedience of faith ....” The word “aionios” is 
used here as an adjective directly describing God Himself. So, those who argue 
that the punishment in the lake of fire for the wicked will one day end, must 
also argue that God Himself will one day cease to exist! Obviously, God is 
everlasting, and so is the torment of the lost.

Besides all of this, there are many Bible passages which make it clear that the 
punishment of the lost is eternal without even using the word “aionios”. Several 
of these passages have been quoted in this article.

CONCLUSION

The problem is that despite all that the scriptures say, many people simply do not 
think it would be fair for God to sentence the wicked to eternal torment. They 
know that God is just. And they reason, “If God is at least as smart as I am, He 
will agree with me.” They rule out the possibility that God may have insights 
and information that they lack. Yet God says in Isaiah 55:8-9, “For my thoughts 
are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.” A three-year old child is not capable of properly 
judging whether all of his father’s rules are best. Similarly, we are not capable 
of stepping into God’s shoes and determining what is just. God is the only one 
fit to judge our eternal destiny. His Word is very clear. There is a place of eternal 
punishment for the lost.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Doug Norkum: God has given us free will and will not violate His gift. We are 
free to do His will or not to do His will. Those who go to the eternal torments of  
hell have freely chosen not to do God’s will on Earth and will continue to do so 
in eternal torment in Hell.We can do God’s will in Paradise or do our own will in 
Hell. If God extinguished even one life in Hell, He would be removing the gift of 
free will bestowed upon that soul at birth. 

Choose Paradise by living in His Holy Love on Earth!



 HELL PART 2: 
THE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN HADES AND THE LAKE OF FIRE

Matthew McGee

Now let's get into a little more detail by becoming familiar with some Hebrew 
and Greek words that are key to understanding this topic.

Sheol (Hebrew) - It is the non-permanent place or temporary address of the 
disembodied souls of dead. It is not the grave or sepulcher, nor is it the eternal 
location of the souls of the dead. It is the same as the Greek word "Hades", which 
we will look at in a moment. Prior to Jesus Christ's resurrection, both the souls of 
the evil and the righteous went there after death. It is translated "grave" 31 times, 
"hell" 31 times, and "pit" 3 times in King James Version (KJV) of the Bible.

Sheol (or Hades) has two separate halves. One side was and is reserved for the 
torment of the evil, while the other side, called "Abraham's Bosom" in Luke 
16:22, was for the comfort of the righteous. There is and impassable canyon, or 
gulf, between the two halves. When Christ was resurrected, he led the righteous 
out of Sheol to Heaven. Many (probably not all) of the Old Testament saints 
were resurrected into their immortal bodies at that time (Matthew 27:51-53). 
Since then, the souls of all of the saved people go directly to Heaven when their 
bodies die. The lost people still go to Sheol and join the lost people of the Old 
Testament in torment on one side of the canyon when they die. The other side of 
Sheol formerly known as Abraham's Bosom has been vacant since Jesus Christ 
led the saints within it to heaven after His resurrection.

Sheol (or Hades) is described as being "in the heart of the earth" in Matthew 
12:40 and is said to be below, down, or beneath in passages such as Deuteronomy 
32:22, Isaiah 14:9, and Ezekiel 31:16.

The English word "Hell" refers to a place of eternal punishment for the 
wicked. Its meaning does not distinguish between the two separate places for 
the wicked to be punished, one temporary for the soul, and the other, the Lake of 
Fire, permanent for the soul and body. Nor does its meaning include the place of 
comfort for saints prior to Christ's resurrection. In normal English conversation, 
"Hell" is used only in the negative sense, with no saved people ever going there.

This caused some inadequate translations of "Sheol" and "Hades". Often these 
words are translated "Hell", which, as just explained, is rather ambiguous and 
non-descriptive. In many other places "Sheol" and "Hades" are translated as 
"grave", but the grave is only the place for the body after death, not the place for 
the soul. This confusion often occurs when the verse refers to a righteous man 
going to "Sheol", such as men like Jacob, Joseph, (Genesis 37:35) and Job (Job 



14:13). Of course, these men did not go to a place of torment, but to the comfort 
side of Sheol (Hades), called Abraham's Bosom.

Hades (Greek) - It is identical to Sheol (Hebrew). It is the non-permanent 
place or temporary address of the disembodied souls of dead. It is not the 
grave or sepulcher, nor is it the eternal location of the souls of the dead. Hades is 
translated "Hell" 10 times and "grave" once by KJV. It is the place for the soul, 
not the body.

Gehenna (Greek, but originally from a Hebrew name) - translated "Hell" all 12 
times in KJV It is the permanent place for destruction of the "... soul and body 
..." (Matthew 10:28). It is a place of "... fire that never shall be quenched" (Mark 
9:45). In most of the references, it is clear from the context that those who enter 
Gehenna, do so in their bodies, not merely as bodiless souls. For this to happen, 
it must occur after the resurrection of the damned at the great white throne of 
judgment. Therefore, Gehenna is the Lake of Fire described in Revelation 19 
and 20. It is presently uninhabited, but the Beast and the False Prophet will 
be cast into it at the end of the tribulation (Revelation 19:20). One thousand 
years later, Satan will be cast into it (Revelation 20:10) and will be followed 
shortly by the lost people of all previous time periods (Revelation 20:15). 
They will all enter Gehenna together, in there resurrected bodies, where they 
will remain in torment for all eternity.

This Revelation 20 passage makes it clear that Hades and the Lake of Fire are not 
the same place. At the great white throne judgement at the end of the 1000 year 
kingdom, those in Hades will be removed from Hades, as Revelation 20:13 says, 
"... hell (Hades) delivered up the dead which were in them ...." And those which 
were in Hades will be cast into the Lake of Fire (Revelation 20:14-15). Note 
that the timing of this relocation of the lost occurs just before where Revelation 
21:1 says, "And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the 
first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea." Hades, which will be 
emptied in Revelation 20:13, apparently will them be destroyed, since it is in 
the heart of the first earth.

The future destruction of the wicked is symbolized by the Valley of Hinnom to 
which Gehenna refers. It is a place south of Jerusalem where the bodies of dead 
animals and rubbish were taken to be burned. The Valley of Hinnom was also 
the site of much human sacrifice to the pagan god Molech (2 Kings 23:10, 2 
Chronicles 28:3, 33:6, Jeremiah 32:35). The fire burned constantly in the valley 
since additional fuel was frequently being cast into it.

"And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the valley of the son 
of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire; which I commanded 



them not, neither came it into my heart. Therefore, behold, the days come, saith 
the LORD, that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor the valley of the son of 
Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter: for they shall bury in Tophet, till there be no 
place" (Jeremiah 7:31-32). Here we see that in the Valley of Hinnom is a place 
called "Tophet" whose name means "place of fire".

"For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king it is prepared; he hath made it 
deep and large: the pile thereof is fire and much wood; the breath of the LORD, 
like a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it" (Isaiah 30:33).

limne pur (Greek) - "lake of fire" occurs 4 times, all in Revelation 19 and 
20. This is Gehenna, into which the resurrected damned are cast. Limne means 
"lake" and is translated as such all 10 times it occurs by the KJV. Pur means "fire" 
and is translated so 73 times by the KJV while being translated "fiery" once.

Other key terms

tartaroo (Greek) - Refers to "Tartarus" and only occurs once in 2 Peter 2:4 
where it is translated "hell" "For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast 
them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved 
unto judgment ...." This is probably a separate place from Hades, and may be 
a place only for fallen angels. There are no Biblical references to people going 
there.

grave (English) - The place for the fleshly body after death, sepulcher. It is not 
the abode of the soul or spirit.

abussos (Greek) - Abyss. It is translated "bottomless pit" 5 times, "deep" twice, 
and "bottomless" twice by KJV. It is where Satan will be locked up for the 1000 
years of Christ's reign on earth (Revelation 20:1-3). This Abyss is also where 
the Legion of devils begged Jesus not to send them in Luke 8:30-31. And this 
Abyss is the bottomless pit that will be opened at the fifth trumpet judgment 
of Revelation 9:1-11. The beast that will come out of it at the fifth trumpet is 
mentioned in Revelation 11:7 and 17:8. This Abyss is thought by many to be the 
same as the impassable gulf described in Luke 16:26.

chasma (Greek) - a gaping opening, chasm, or gulf. It is translated "gulf" in its 
only occurrence in Luke 16:26, where it is the canyon separating the torment and 
comfort sides of Hades.

Abraam kolpos (Greek) - Abraham's Bosom (Luke 16:22). Abraam is translated 
"Abraham" all 73 times. Kolpos is translated bosom 5 times and creek once (Acts 
27:39).



paradeisos - Paradise. It is translated "paradise" all 3 times by the KJV. 
"Paradise" is not the English translation of any other Greek word in scripture. 
First we hear the words of the thief and Jesus Christ on their crosses in Luke 
23:42-43, "And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou 
be with me in paradise." In 2 Corinthians 12:4, Paul tells how he was "... caught 
up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man 
to utter." In Revelation 2:7, Jesus told the church of Ephesus "... To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life which is in the midst of the 
paradise of God." The tree of life is also mentioned in Revelation 22:2, in the new 
heaven and new earth, where it appears to be not just one tree, but a type of tree 
of which there are more than one. Since the three references show paradise to be 
in different places, then either paradise has been relocated once and will yet be 
relocated again, or it is a general term.

SUMMARY

Sheol (Hebrew) and Hades (Greek) are the temporary place of torment for 
the souls of the wicked dead. Prior to Christ's resurrection, saints were kept and 
comforted in the now vacant half of Hades, known as Abraham's Bosom. 

Gehenna (Greek, but from a Hebrew name) is the Lake of Fire for the permanent 
place of torment of the souls of the wicked dead in their resurrected bodies. 

Hell is a rather general and inadequate term that is often used to refer to either 
Gehenna or the torment side of Hades, both by those who know the basic 
difference between these two specific places and by those who do not. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


