
Prayers 
for 

Priests

It is no good criticizing 
your priests. Everyone 
else criticizes them. 
Put all your prayers 
and sacrifices into the 
hands and the heart of a 
priest who is right now 
most in need of them.

Give them roses.

St. Therese did!



PETRINE PRAYER

 Almighty God, Eternal Father, I ask 
You to bless and protect our Holy Father 
as he daily undertakes to guide the flock 
entrusted to his care. Under the loving 
and watchful eye of Mary, Mother of the 
Church, grant him strength, health, courage, 
knowledge and love. Protect him from every 
harm of body and soul and abundantly bless 
his works that they may be fruitful. Hear and 
answer the prayers and intentions of Your 
Son’s Vicar on earth.

 I stand ever ready to defend him in 
every way. Grant me the grace of loyalty and 
holiness as a Petrine Knight in his service 
and that of the Church.

 I ask this through Your Son, Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, for 
ever and ever.

St. Joan D’Arc, 
pray for our Holy Father 

and for me.
Amen.

Knights Of St. Peter
Imprimatur: +Rene H. Gracida, D.D. Bishop of Corpus 

Christi, Texas, June 4, 1993



For all priests...
Give them virtues, Lord.
Give them your wisdom.
Give them patience and charity.
Give them obedience and kindness.
Give them a burning zeal for souls.
Give them respect for their dignity.
Give them a great love for Mary.
Give them rectitude and justice.
Give them the gift of counsel.
Give them strength in their labours.
Give them peace in their sufferings.
Give them humility and generosity.
Let them be the light of souls.
Let them be the salt of the earth.
Let them practice sacrifice and self-denial.
Let them enkindle hearts with the love of Mary.
Give them an intense love for the Eucharist.
Give them loyalty to the Holy See and to their Bishops.
Let them be other Christs.
Let them be holy in mind, body, heart and soul.
May they be men of prayer.
May faith shine forth in them.
May they be concerned only for the salvation of souls.
May they be faithful to their priestly vocation.
May their hands know only how to bless.
May they burn with love for You and for Mary.
May all their steps be for the glory of God.
May the Holy Spirit possess them, 
       and give them His gifts and fruits in abundance.

Let us pray...
O God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
You are the Soul and the Life of the Church
Hear the prayers we offer for priests. 
We ask this through the powerful intercession 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
their protector and guide.  Amen.



A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
Keep them, near to Thee, Dearest Lord,

Keep them, for they are Thine,
Thy priests whose lives burn brightly 

before Thy consecrated shrine.
Keep them, for they are in the world

Though from the world apart.
When earthly pleasures tempt, allure,

shelter them in Thy heart.
Keep them and comfort them 
in hours of loneliness and pain

When all their life of sacrifice for souls 
seem but in vain.
Enfold them Lord

within Your Sacred Heart.
Yet they have human hearts

with human frailty.
Keep them as spotless as the Host

that daily, they caress.
Their every thought, word and deed,

Deign, dearest Lord, to bless.
Amen.



PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
Lord, 

give to priests and seminarians 
Your Holy Spirit,

The spirit of Your priesthood,
The spirit of reverence toward God,

The spirit of contrition,
The spirit of holiness 

The spirit of faith and love of prayer,
The spirit of purity and courageous self-discipline,

The spirit of knowledge and wisdom,
The spirit of brotherly love and concord,

The spirit of joy and confidence,
The spirit of obedience, patience and love of Your Holy Cross,

and holy fear 
of dishonouring our Heavenly Father by sin,
Let them grow daily more and more like You 
through selfless spiritual effort and struggle.

Let them truly become Your disciples and apostles, 
Your priests— the witnesses of Your truth 

 and dispensers of Your mysteries. 
Amen.



PRAYER FOR PRIESTS
 O Jesus, I ask Your blessings upon the priests dearest to me, 
the priest who baptized me, the priests who absolved me from 
my sins, the priests who gave me Your Body and Blood in Holy 
Communion, the priests who taught and instructed me.
 I pray for Your faithful and fervent priests who labour at home 
or abroad in distant mission fields. I pray for Your young priests, 
for Your dying priests, for the souls of Your priests in purgatory 
and all those priests to whom I am indebted.
  I especially pray for Your unfaithful and tepid priests, for Your 
tempted priests, for Your lonely and desolate priests and all those 
priests who have special spiritual needs.
 O Jesus, keep them all close to Your heart and bless them 
abundantly in time and in eternity. Amen.



For Priests
 Eternal Father, I pray that You protect every priest 
under Your heavens. Keep them pure and holy in the 
Light of your Son Jesus Christ. 
 Eternal Father, please pour Your love and mercy upon 
all Your priests— especially those who have abandoned 
You.  Pour forth Your Divine Light upon Your beloved 
priests who live in darkness and lighten the pathway of  
those priests who have lost their way. Console Your lonely 
priests and shower bliss upon those who are sad and 
suffer from depression. May Your peace reign in their 
hearts. Heal Your priests who suffer from woundedness 
of mind, body and spirit. 
 Eternal Father, so many of Your priests have helped and 
guided me. I thank You for these priests. Bless all Your 
priests and bring them into Your Eternal Glory. Amen.



HOLY SPIRIT
MAKE OUR PRIESTS HOLY

God of mercy and holiness, 
hear the anguished cry of Your people 

for holy priests to shepherd them. 
Fill their hearts with enlightened zeal, 

that they minister worthily in Your presence, 
be faithful to Your Church always, 

and come at last to love You with a never-ending love. 
We ask this through Christ, Our Lord. 

That all priests strive to become perfect as our Heavenly Father is perfect.
That Holy Mass be continually offered for the life and needs of the world.
That our Eucharistic Lord be accessible and lovingly adored.                   
That the Gospel be proclaimed tirelessly, free from error.
That in Sacramental Absolution we seek and find our peace and joy.
That unity in prayer bring about unity among all Christians. 
That local Churches and their leaders be ever loyal to the Holy Father.
That all human life be protected and defended as sacred.
That God’s mercy extend daily to sinners, the dying and the Souls in Purgatory.
That youths be helped to grow free of drugs and all sinful addictions. 
That prisoners, the elderly, the homeless– find faith and hope in Jesus Christ.
That Christ’s love heal the lonely, the shut-ins and the sick.        
That Christ be the goal and fulfilment of the young and the strong.
That new vocations heed God’s call to lead the Church of the future.
That we promote true devotion to Mary, Mother of the Church. Amen.



A Prayer For Priests
 O Jesus, our great High Priest, hear my humble prayers on 
behalf of your priests. Give them a deep faith, a bright and firm 
hope and a burning love which will ever increase in the course of 
their priestly life.

 In their loneliness, comfort them. In their sorrows, 
strengthen them. In their frustrations, point out to them that it 
is through suffering that the soul is purified, and show them that 
they are needed by the Church; they are needed by souls; they are 
needed for the work of redemption. Amen.

A Prayer for Priests
O Jesus, eternal Priest, 
keep your priests within the shelter of Your Sacred 
Heart, 
where none may touch them.

Keep unstained their anointed hands, 
which daily touch Your Sacred Body.

Keep unsullied their lips, 
daily purpled with your Precious Blood.

Keep pure and unearthly their hearts, 
sealed with the sublime mark of the priesthood.

Let Your holy love surround them and 
shield them from the world's contagion.

Bless their labors with abundant fruit and 
may the souls to whom they minister be their joy and 
consolation here and in heaven their beautiful and 
everlasting crown. Amen.
 — St. Therese of Lisieux



A Prayer for Priests
 O loving Mother Mary, Mother of Priests, take to your 
heart your sons who are close to you because of their priestly 
ordination and because of the power which they have received to 
carry on the work of Christ in a world which needs them so much. 
Be their comfort, be their joy, be their strength, and especially 
help them to live and to defend the ideals of consecrated celibacy.

 Lord Jesus, we your people pray to You for our priests. 
You have given them to us for our needs. We pray for them in 
their needs.

 We know that You have made them priests in the likeness 
of your own priesthood. You have consecrated them, set them 
aside, anointed them, filled them with the Holy Spirit, appointed 
them to teach, to preach, to minister, to console, to forgive, and to 
feed us with Your Body and Blood.

 Yet we know, too, that they are one with us and share our 
human weaknesses. We know too that they are tempted to sin and 
discouragement as are we, needing to be ministered to, as do we, 
to be consoled and forgiven, as do we. Indeed, we thank You for 
choosing them from among us, so that they understand us as we 
understand them, suffer with us and rejoice with us, worry with 
us and trust with us, share our beings, our lives, our faith.

 We ask that You give them this day the gift You gave Your 
chosen ones on the way to Emmaus: Your presence in their hearts, 
Your holiness in their souls, Your joy in their spirits. And let them 
see You face to face in the breaking of the Eucharistic bread.

 We pray to You, O Lord, through Mary the mother of all 
priests, for Your priests and for ours. Amen.
       — John Cardinal O’Connor



VOCATIONS
Lord God, 

 we are all called to serve You.
Be with us always.

Help all young women and men 
 as they deal with the challenges of life.

Bless them, enlighten their minds 
 and strengthen their wills to be people 
 of  stronger faith and greater love.

Call from among them ministers 
of word and sacrament.

 to serve Your church 
 as priests, religious and lay ministers.

Amen.

VOCATIONS
Blessed Mother, as I grow,

Help me, my vocation know,
Holy nun, or priest to be,
If it is God’s will for me.

VOCATIONS
 O God, who has chosen the Apostles to propagate the 
faith and to establish Your Holy Church throughout 
the world, we earnestly beseech You to choose from 
amongst our people many priests, deacons, religious 
brothers and sisters and lay persons who will gladly 
devote their entire lives in making You known and loved 
by all. Through the sorrowful Immaculate Heart of Our 
Blessed Mother and through the precious blood of  Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, Eternal Father, please grant Your 
children their petition. Amen.



Vocations
Eternal Father,  

Who wills that all men be saved  
And come to the knowledge of Your Truth: 

We beg you to send  
Laborers into Your  harvest,  

And grant them grace to speak Your  Word  
With all boldness, so that Your Word  

May spread and be glorified,  
And all nations may know You,  

The only God, and Him whom You have sent,
Jesus Christ Your Son, 

our Lord. 
Amen.

Vocations
 O Holy Spirit, 

Spirit of wisdom and divine love, 
impart Your knowledge, understanding, and counsel 

to youth that they may know the vocation 
wherein they can best serve God. 

 Give them courage and strength 
to follow God's holy will. 

Guide their uncertain steps, 
strengthen their resolutions, 

shield their chastity, 
fashion their minds, 
conquer their hearts, 

and lead them to the vineyards 
where they will labor in God's holy service.  

Amen.



Prayer For Vocations

O Virgin of Nazareth,
The “Yes,” spoken in youth
Marked Your existence
And it grew
As did Your life itself.

O Mother of Jesus,
In Your free and joyful “Yes,” and in Your active faith
So many generations and so many educators
Have found inspiration and strength
For welcoming the Word of God
And for fulfilling His will.

O Teacher of life,
Teach young people 
To pronounce “Yes,”
That gives meaning to existence
And brings them to discover the hidden “Name” of God
In the heart of every person.

O Queen of the Apostles, 
Give us wise educators,
Who will know how to love young people 
And help them to grow.
Guide them to the encounter with Truth
Which makes one free and happy. Amen.

John Paul II, World Day Of Prayer For Vocations, May 1995



LITANY FOR PRIESTS
Let us pray for:
The Holy Father,  .......................................................Fill him with your grace Lord.
Cardinals, archbishops and bishops, ............................. Give them your gifts, Lord.
Diocesan priests,  .................................................................. Never leave them, Lord.
Priests in seminary work,  .........................................Give them your wisdom, Lord.
Priests in hospital work,  ................................................Give them constancy. Lord.
Priests who are ill,  .......................................................................... Heal them, Lord.
Priests in danger,  ........................................................................ Deliver them, Lord.
Priests who are weak, ............................................................Strengthen them, Lord.
Priests who are poor,  .................................................................. Relieve them, Lord.
Priests who are zealous,  ................................................................. Help them, Lord.
Priests who want to love you,  ....................................... Enkindle their hearts, Lord.
Priests who are sad,  ...................................................................Console them, Lord.
Priests who are worried,  ...................................................... Give them peace, Lord.
Priests who are old,  .................................................................... Sustain them, Lord.
Priests who are young,  ...........................................Impel them for your glory, Lord.
Priests who are alone,  ......................................................... Accompany them, Lord.
Missionary priests,  ......................................................................Protect them, Lord.
Priests who are preachers,  ......................................................Enlighten them, Lord.
Priests who direct souls, .............................................................Instruct them, Lord.
Parish priests,  ...................................................................Give them prudence, Lord
Priests & religious who have died,  ..................................Bring them to glory, Lord.
On all the Church, militant and suffering,  ..................................Lord have mercy.

Let us pray for all priests:  (Repeat before each of the following invocations)
Give them Your wisdom, Lord
Give them virtues.
Give them patience and charity.
Give them obedience and kindness.
Give them a burning zeal for souls.
Give them an intense love for the Eucharist.
Give them loyalty to the Holy See and to their Bishops.
Give them respect for their dignity.
Give them a great love for Mary.
Give them rectitude and justice.
Give them the gift of counsel.
Give them strength in their labours.
Give them peace in their sufferings.
Give them humiity and generosity.

Let them be the light of souls.
Let them be the salt of the earth.
Let them practice sacrifice and self-denial.
Let them enkindle hearts with the love of Mary.
Let them be other Christs.
Let them be holy in body and soul.

May they be men of prayer.
May faith shine forth in them.
May they be concerned only for the salvation of souls.
May they be faithful to their priestly vocation.
May their hands know only how to bless.
May they burn with love for You and for Mary.
May all their steps be for the glory of God.
May the Holy Spirit possess them and give them His gifts and fruits in abundance.
Let us pray...
O God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, You are the soul and the life of the Church. Hear the 
prayers we offer for priests. We ask this through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, their 
protector and guide. Amen.


